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Tristram
Being An Episode in a Story of An Ancient House.

BY ANTHONY HOPE.

(Copyright, 1'joO, by A II. Hawkins.)

Kyxoixla of i'rrreiHntc Chapter.
Adelaide, wife of Sir Ilnndolph Edge of

Blent Hall, eloped with Cnptaln Fltzhuhert.
Blr Ilnndolph dies in Russh, presumably In
tlmo for Lady Edge nnd Fltzhubert to
marry and bo make their son, Harry, leg'"-mut- e.

They learn later, however, that tno
date of Hit Randolph's death has been
given Incorrectly and Harry l not the
rightful heir, They keep the matter secret
and eventually Mrs. Fltzhuburt succeeds to
the barony of Tilstrnm of Blent nnd

with Harry nt Went Hall. Unknown
to Lady Tristram Madam Zabrlskn, and
Jlr, Jenklnsoti Neeld. uro also In possession
of tho secret and Madam Znbrlsku with
her uncle. Major Duplny. come to reside at
Merrlon ixnlgc. near Blent Hall. Harry
learns from his mother that lie is not tho
rightful heir to Went, but they detormlnti
to hold tho title for him at any cost. To
further his cuuso ho decides to mnrr
Jnnio Iver, heiress to Fnlrholme, but finds
two rlvnls In Hob Uroadley nnd Major
Duplny. The latter learns or llarry's unfor-
tunate hlrth from Minn Zabrlsku. He in-

forms him that he Intends to tell Iyer
nd they quarrel, Harry winning In a brisk

tussle. Ni.cld becomes the guest or Iver
t Fnlrholmo. Madam Znbrlska meets

Neeld nnd they form n compact to protect
Harry's Interests and maintain secrecy.
Ijdy Tristram dies nfter extracting from
her son n promise that Cecily Gaboruugn,
rightful heiress of Blent, shall be Invited to
tho funeral. Cecily and her lather rom
to Blent, but Harry falls to receive them.
Liter he comes suddenly upon Cecily I"
tho garden and realizes that she is a rris.
tiam, the Imago of his mother. Tho en-

gagement of Hnrry ami Jnnle Iver is an-

nounced, and Duplny announces his deter-
mination to expose the false position of nis
future son-ln-lu- to Iver. Harry uncon-
sciously falls In love with Cecily and with-ou- t

telling her this acknowledges thnt he
Is not tho legal heir, but she s Lady
Tristrnm of Blent. Then he steals away
from Blent by night, stopping to ndv se
Hob Broadley to woo and win Jnnle. lis
toes to London, where polltlcnl friends of
hlH mother Interest themselves In his ctso.
Cecily, unhappy In her new possessions,
follows him to .eg him to take back Blent.
Hnrry Joins Sloyd In a real estnte deal nnd
becomes n competitor of Ivur. Cecily nsK
Harry to marry her so that he may return
to Blent. He refuses, and then suddenly
realizes that he loves her. Harry bests
tver In n business denl nnd Is offered n
viscounty by political friends.

CIIAI'TIIR XXII.
An Insult to the Illood.

Harry throw his energies Into tho work,

both ns a trial of his powers and as a

lafegunrd against his thoughts. Ho wont

flown to Illlnkhampton nnd stayed a week;

tho result of his visit was a report which

Iver showed to Southend with a very

significant nod; even tho mistakes In It,

themselves lno"ltnblo from wnnt of experi-

ence, wcro tho errors of a largo mind; tho

touch of dogmatism did not dlsplcaso n

man who valued nbovc all
other qualities.

"Tho lad will do; ho'll mnke his way,"
said Iver.

Southend smiled; lads who nrc equal to
making their own way may go very, far If
thuy uro given such a start ns he bad lu
contemplation for Hnrry.

Mr. Disney had given no sign yet. There
was a crisis somowhoro nbrond and a
colleague understood to bo
thcro was n crisis In the church and a
bishopric vacant. Lady Evenswood was of
tho opinion that tho lenst attempt to hurry
Robert would bo fatal. Thcro were, after
all, limits to tho Importance of Harry
Tristram's case, and Robert was likely, It
worried, to state tho fnct with his own
merciless vigor, and, with that, to say good-b- y

to the whole affair. Tho only person
lerlously angry at the prlmo minister's
"dawdling" was Mlna Knbriskn nnd she
bud enjoyed no chance of telling him so.
To mnko such an opportunity for her was
too hazardous an experiment; It might
bavo turned out well one could novor tell
with Robert but on tho wholo It was to be
risked.

Whnt Lady Evenswood would not venture
tortuno dared. Mlna had been seeing sights

It wns August now, a suitable month for
lhe task and ono evening about 6:30 sho
landed her weary bones on a seat lu St.
James' park for a few moments' rest bo-(o-

sho faced tho UnUdcrground. Tho
place was very empty; tho few peoplo thero
lay for the most part asleep workmen
with the dny's labor done. Presently sho
saw two men walking slowly toward hor j

from tho direction of Westminster. Ono
wns tnll nnd slight, hnndsomo and dis-

tinguished In nppenranco; In tho other sho
recognized the rugged, awkward man whom

ho had mot nt. Lady EvonswooU's. He
was talking hard, hitting his fist luto the
palm ot his other hand sometimes, Tho
handsome man listened with deference, but
frowned nnd scorned troubled, Suddonly
tho pair stopped.

"I must go back to the house," she heard
the hadsomo mnn say,

"Well, think It over. Try to seo It ,ln
thut light," said Disney, holding out hU
hand. Tho other took It nnd then turned
awuy, Tho episode would have been worth
a good pnragraph and n dozen conjectures
,to n roporttr. The handsomo man was tho

colleague, and tbo words
Mlna had heard, were they not clenr proof
ot dissensions In tho cabinet?

Disney stood stock, still on the puth, not
looking after bis recalcitrant colleague,
but down on tho ground; his thoughts made j

'hi in uncbnsclous of things external. Mlna
glowed with excitement.

An artisan swung by, his tools over his
back, Mlna saw tho suddenly uwnkened
attention with which his head turned to j
Dlsnoy. Ho slackened pace u moment, nnd
then, after an apparent hesitation, lifted
his cap. Thero was uo sign that Disney '

saw him, Bavo that ho touched his bat In '

almost unconscious acknowledgment.
With n quick Jerk ot his bend Disney

began to wnlk on slowly. For nu Instant
Mlna did not know what sho would do,
the fear and tho attraction struggled, Then
sho Jumped up nnd wnlked toward him. Hor
manner tried to assert that she had not
noticed him. Sho was almost by htm, Slit,
gave a cough, He looked up, Would he
know her? Would he remember asking
no, directing my lord, his secretary, to
write to her, nnd had he road whnt shb
wrote? Ho was looking at hor. Sho dared
a hurried llttlo bow. He came to n stand-
still again.

"Yes, yes?" he said, questlonlngly.
"Mme. Znbrlska, Mr. Disney."
"Oh, yes." His voice sounded a little

disappointed. "I met you at"
"At Lady Evcnswood's, Mr. Disney."

Taking courage, she added, "I sent what
you wanted,"

"What I wanted?"
"Yes. Whnt you wnntcd mo to wrlto

about nbout the Trlstrams."
"Yes." Tho volco sounded now as If ho

had placed her. He smiled a little, "
remember It nil now, I rend It the othor- -

mnrnlng." He nedded at her, as If that
finished the matter. But Mlna did not
move. "I'm busy iust now," he added,
"but Well, how's your side of tho nffalr
going on, Mme. Znbrlska? I've heard
nothing from my cousin about that."

"It's Just wonderful to set you like
this," tho Imp blurted out.

That nmuscxl him; sho saw tho twinkle
In his eyo.

"Never mind me. Tell mo nbout the
Tristram cousins."

"0, you are thinking of It. then?"
"I never tell what I'm thinking about.

That's tho only reason people think me
clever. Tho cousins?"

"O, that's all dreadful. At least, 1

they arethey would be In love, but
but Mr. Tristram's so difficult, so ob- -

of Blent.

stluate, so proud. I don't suppose you
understand"

"Vou'ro tho second person who's told
me I can't understand In tho last half hour.
He wns smiling now, as ho coupled Mlna
and the hnndsomo recalcitrant colleague lu
his protest. "I'm not sure of It."

"And sho's been silly nnd ho's been hor-
rid nnd Just now well, it's nil as bad as
It can he, Mr, Dltney."

"Is It? You must get It better than that,
you know, before I can do anything. Good
night."

"O, stop; do stop. Do say what ou
mean,"

"I shan't do anything of the kind. You
may tell Lady Evenswood what I've (aid
and she'll tell you what I menn."

"0, but please"
"If you stop mo any longer I shall send

you to tbo tower. Toll Lady Evenswood
and Southend. If I didn't do my business
better than you do yours" He shrugged
his shoulders with a good-nature- d rude-ncs- i. I

"Good night," ho said ngnln, and
this tlmo Mlna dared not stop him.

Tho next day ho found her nt Lady

HARRY WAS

Evcnswood's. The old lady and Southend
(who had been summoned on Mtno's com-

mand ccrtnlnly Mlna wns getting up In

tho world) understood perfectly. They
nodded wise heads.

She was nlways Inclined to think that
Robert would take"

"Ho fears that the Dearsdalo case won't
carry him all tho way. Depend upon it,
that's what ho foels."

"Well, thcro was tho doubt there, you
sec."

Mlna was rather tired of this doubt In

tho Bcarsdalo case. It was always crop-

ping up and being mentioned as though It
wero something exceedingly meritorious.

"And In poor Addle's case, of course
there well, thero wasn't," proceeded Lady
Evenswood with a sigh. "So Robert feels
thnt it might bo thought"

"Tho people with consciences would he
nt him, I suppose," snld Southend, scorn-

fully.
"But If the mnrrlnge enmo off"
"Oh, I see!" cried the Imp.
"Then he would feel nhle to net. It would

look merely like putting things back ns
they were, you soo, Mlna."

"Do you think he means the viscounty?"
nsked Southend.

"It would be so much more convenient.
An,i tupv WQUld have hnd nn earldom once
before If they'd liked."

"Oh, twice," corrected Southend, confi-
dently.

"I know It's said, but I don't bolleve It. n
You mean In 1S10?"

"Oh, denr me!" murmured the Imp.
This historical Inquiry was neither com-

prehensible nor Interesting. But they dis-

cussed It eagerly for some minutes before
agreeing that, wherever the truth lay, a
viscounty could not bo considered out ot
tho way for tho Trlstrams legitimate ana
proper Trlstrams, bo It understood.

"And that's whero tho match would be
of decisive value," Lady Evenswood con-
cluded.

"Disney snld ns much evidently. So you
understood, Mmc. Zabrlskn?"

"I suppose so. I'vo told you what ho
snld."

"He would take Blentmouth, you know.
It's nil very elmplo."

"Well, then, what's to bo done," nskeo.
South:nd,

"We must give him a hint, George."
"Havo wo enough to go upon? Suppose

Dlsnoy turned round and"
"Robert wouldn't do that. Reside wo

needn't pledge anything. Wo can Just put
the case." She smiled thoughtfully. "I'm
still not quite sure how Mr. Tristram will
toko It, you know."

"How he'll tnke It? Ho'll Jump at it, ot
course."

"The girl or tho title, George?"
"Well, both together. Won't he, Mmc.

IZnbrlskn?"
Mlna thought great things of the girl,

and even greater, If vaguer, of the title,
"I should Just think so," she replied,

complacently. Thero was a limit to the
perversity, even of the Trlstrams.

"We musn't put It too boldly," observed
Southend, dangling his eyeglasses.

"Oh, he'll think more of tho thing Itself
than of how we put It," Lady Evenswood
declared.

From her knowlodgo of Harry the Imp
was exactly of that opinion.

Harry Tristram returned from Blink
hampton In a stato of Intellectual satlsfuc
tlon, marred by n sense of emotional
emptiness Ho had been vory active, very
energetic, very successful. He had new
and cogont ovldenco of his power not merely
to start, but to go ahead on his own nc
count. This was the good side. But ho
discovered and tried to rebuke in hlmsolf
n feeling that he hnd io far wasted tho
time In that he had seen nobody nnd noth
ing beautiful. He traced it back to Blent
Yet the old llfo at Blent would not have
served by Itself now. Was he to turn out
so exacting that he must havo both lives
before he, or what wns In him could cry,
"content?" A mnn will sometimes be
alarmed when ho realizes what he wants-- a

woman often.
So, ho eamo in obedience to Lady Evens

wood's summons, very confident but rather
somber. When ho arrived a woman was
thero whom he did not know. He wus
Introduced to Lady Florn Disney nnd found
h!m?lf with unmls'akab'e Intcreit
nnd lurking amusement. It was no effort
to remember that Mr, Disney had married
a iiaugnier ui ..ru iiewuiey-i- . That v. a
enough: Just as ho knew all about her, she
would know all about him. This ngaln
wns In patent Incongruity wlh Blnk
hampton and smelt woefully strong of
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Mont, Lady Evenswood encouraged Harry I

to converse with tbe visitor,
"We'ro n little quieter," she wns laying.

"The crisis Is dormant nnd the bishop s
rondo and Lord Hovo bns gone to consult
tho duke of Dexmlnster which means a
fortnight's delay anyhow, and probably
being told to do nothing In the end. So I

sometimes see Robert at dinner."
"And ho tells you things nnd you're In-

discreet nbout them!" said Lady Evens-woo-

rcbuklngly.
"I bollcvo Robert considers me ns a sort

of anteroom to publicity, And Its so much
easier to disown a wife than a Journalist,
Isn't It, Mr. Tristram?"

"Naturally. Tho press have to pre-
tend to believe one nnothor," he said smil-
ing,

"Though how they do It, my dear," mar-
veled Lady Evenswood, "Is what I don't
understand,"

"I know nothing about them," Lady
Flora declared. "And they know nothing
about me. They stop nt my gowns, you
know, and even then they nlways contuse
mo with Gertrude Melrose."

"I hope that stops ut tho gown, too?"
observed Southend.

"Tho hair does It, I think. She buys hers
nt tho same shop ns I. Now whnt do I

do, Mr. Tristrnm?"
"You, Lady Flora? You know the shop,

Is that enough?" of
"Yos, or well, no. I supplement thero.
declare I won't wait any longer for Rob-

ert."
"He won't come now," said Lady Evens-woo- d.

"Is ihe bishop uloo, my denr?"

THERE AND SEATED AT LADY FLORA'S

"Oh, yes! Quito plump nnd galtery.
Goodby, dear cousin Sylvia. 1 wish you'd In
como and seo mo, Mr. Tristram," Harry,
making his llttlo bow, declared that ho
would bo delighted.

"I like to tee young men sometimes," ob
served tho lady, retreating.

'Tho now stylo," Lady Evenswood
summed up, ns tho door closed. "And
well, I supposo Robert likes It."

"Dlssimlltn dlsslmlllbus," shrugged South
end, fixing his glasses.

"It's the only concession to nppcarnncco
ho over made," sighed Lady Evenswood. ,

"She's a lady, though."
"Oh, yes! That's what makes It so funny.

If sho weren't"
"Yes, It would all be natural enough."
"But we've been wasting your time, Mr.

Tristram."
"Never less wasted since I was born,"

protested Harry, who had both enjoyed ana
Jcnrncd.

"No, really I think not," sho agreed,
smiling. "Flora has her power."

The remnrk grnted on him; he wnnted of
nothing of Flora and her power; It was
Indeed rather an unfortunate Introduction
to tho business of the afternoon; It pointed
Harry's quills a little. Lady Evenswood,
with a quick perception, tried to retrieve
tbo observation.

"But sho likes poople who nre Independ
ent best," she went on. "So docs Robert,
If It comes to that. Indeed ho never docs

Job for anyone."
'Carries that too far, In my opinion,"

commented Southend. Tho moment for di
plomacy approached.

But when It camo to tho point Lady Ev
enswood suavely took the task out of his
hands. Her Instinct told her that sho
could do It best; he soon came to agree.
She had thnt delicacy which he desired but
lacked; she could claim silence when he
must hnve suffered Interruption; sho could
excuse her Interference on the ground ot
friendship. Above all, she could be olu- -

slvely lucid and make herself understood
without bluntness of atutcmont. "If It could
bo so rannaged that tho wholo mlserablo
accident bhould be blotted out and forgot-

ten!" sho exclaimed, ns though sho Im
plored n personal favor.

"How run thnt be?" nBkcd Hnrry. "I
wns In, nnd I nm out, Lady Evenswood."

"You'ro out and your cousin's In, yes."
Harry's eyes noted tho words nnd dwelt
on her face. "She enn't he hnppy In thnt
stato of affairs, elthor."

"Perhaps not," ho admitted. "Facts nre
facts, though."

"Thero aro ways ways of preventing
thnt," Southend Interposed, murmuring
vaguely.

"I don't know how you'll feel nbout It,
but wo all think you ought to consider
Other things besides your personal prefer-
ences. Might I tell Mr. Disney No, oue
moment, please. Our Idea, I mean, was that
thero might bo a fr.rally arrangement. A

moment, plenso, Mr. Tristram! I don't
menn by which sho would lose whnt sho hna.
But If anything were to happen"

"Nothing could," Hurry restrained him-
self no longer. "Thero can be no question
of it."

"I know you'd feel llko that. Just be- -

causo you feel llko that I want to mako
tho other bUEgestlon Id you. I'm not speak-In- g

Idly. 1 havo my warrant, Mr. Tris-

tram! If" She wns nt n loss for n mo-

ment. "If you ever went back to Blent,"
she continued, not satisfied, but driven to
somo form of words, "It Isn't Inevitable
that you should go ns Mr. Tristram. There
nre means of righting such injustices as
ours."

"I don't understand nt nil."
Sho cast a despairing glnnce at Southend.

Southend grew weary of the diplomacy
which he had ndvocated. Ho took up tho
task with n brisk directness.

"It's like this, Harry. You remember
that tho unsuccessful claimant In tho Bears-dal-

ense got n barony? That's our proco-den- t.

But It's felt not to go quite all tho
way, because there was n doubt thero. But
It Is felt that In the event of the two
brunches of your family being united it
would bo proper to to obliterate past or

Incidents. And that could bo done by
raising you to the peernge, under n new
and, ns we hope, a superior title. We be-

lieve Mr. Disney would, under tho elrcura-stance- s

I have suggested, be prepared to
recommend n viscounty, and that there
would proyo to be no difficulties In the

"way ,
They watched him ns ho digested the pro-

posal, at last made lo him in n tolerably
plain form, "Ycu must glvo me a moment
to follow thut out," he said, with a kiuilc.

Out ho had It nil clear enough befora he
would nllow them to perceive thnt ho un
derstood. For, although his brntn made
easy work of It, his feelings demanded a
pause. Ho was greatly surprised. He had
thought of no such a thing. What differ
ence would It make?

Southend was well satisfied with the way
In which his overture was recehed. Lady
Evenswood was watching Intently.

"Tho Idea Is," said Hnrry slowly, "1
mean I don't quite gather what It Is. You
talk of my cousin, and then of a viscounty.
The two go together, do they?"

"It was rather an awkward question put
as bluntly as that."'

"Well, that did seem to be Mr. Disney's
view," said Southend.

"He was thinking of the family of tho
family as a whole. I'm sure you think of
that, too," urged Lady Evenswood. There
would never be a Tristram who did not, sho
was thinking. Well, except Addle, perhaps,
who really thought of nothing. "Of course,
as n thing purely personal to you, It might
but Just a llttlo difficult." She meant nnd
Intended Harry to understand that without
the marriage tho thing could not be done
at nil.

Thero wns ground for hope; Harry hes-
itatedtruth will out, even where It Im-

pairs Hie grandeur of men. Tho suggestion
had Its attractions; It touched the spring

the picturesque In him which Blnhhamp-to- n

had left rusting In idleness. It sug'
gestcd something In regard to Cecily, too,
where It wns he did not reuson out vcrj
elenrly nt tho moment. Anyhow, what wns
purposed would create a now situation nnd

LEFT,

put him In a different position toward her,
brief, ho would hnve something more on

his side.
"Onco we wero sure tho proposal wns

ngrcenblo to you" murmured Lndy Evens-woo- d

gently. Sho wns still very tentntlvb
nbout tho matter, nnd still watchful ot
Harry.

But Southend was not cautious, or did
not read his man well. To him the bat-tl- o

seemed to be won. Ho wns assured In
his manner nnd decidedly triumphant ns he
snld:

"It's n grcnt thing to hnve scrowed Dls-
noy up to the viscount. It does away
with all difficulty about tho name, you
sec."

Harry looked up shnrply. Hnd Mr. Dis-
ney been "screwed up?" Who had
screwed him up by whnt warrant on

whoso commission? That was enough to
mako him glower and to bring back some-
thing ot the old-tlm- o look of suspicion to
his face. But tho greater part ot his at-

tention was engrossed by tho latter half
Southend's bit of Jubilation.

"The nnmo? Tbo difficulty nbout the
nnmo?" ho asked.

"If It had been n bnrony. Well, hors
would tnko precedence, of course. With
tho higher degreo yours will come first
nnd her barony become merged Viscount
Blentmouth, eh, Harry?." Ho chuckled
with glee.

"Viscount, Blentmouth be hanged!" cried
Harry. Ho mastered himself with nn ef-

fort. "I beg your pardon, Lndy Evens-woo- d,

and I'm much obliged to you, and to
you, too, Lord Southend, for for screwing
Mr. Disney up. It's not a thing I could or
should havo done, or tried to do, for my-

self." In spite of attempted calmness his
volco grew a llttlo louder. "I want noth-
ing but what's my own. If nothing's my
own, woll nnd good. I can wait till I
make something."

"But, my dear Harry!" began tho dis-

comfited Southend.
Harry cut him short, breaking again Into

Impetuous speech.
"There's nothing between my cousin nnd

me. Thcro's no question of mnrrlnge and
nover can be. And if there wero" He
Bcemcd to gather hlmsolf up for a Might of
scorn. "If thero wero, do you think I'm
going to tavo my own prido by saddling
tho family with n penally now viscounty?"

His tones roBo in Indignation on tho hi3t
sentence ns ho looked from ono to the
other. "Viscount Blentmouth, Indeed!"
ho growled.

Southend's hnnds wore out before him In

signal of bewildered distress. Lndy
Evenswood looked at Hnrry, thon, with n

quick, forwnrd Inclination of her body,
passed him, nnd sho bogau to laugh.

"Thank you very much, but I'vo been
Tristram of Blent," ended Harry, now lu u

very flno fume nnd feeling ho had been
much Insulted.

Still looking past him, Lady Evenswood
sat laughing quietly. Even on Southend's
face enmo nn une'usy Bmlle, ns he, too,
looked townrd the door. After a moment's
furious staring at tho two Harry fuced
round. Tbe door had been softly and noise-lessl- y

opened to the extent of a couple of

fcot. A man stood In tho doorway, tugging
nt a ragged heard, and with eyes twinkling
under rugged brows. Who was ho and how
did he come there? Harry heard Lady
Evenswood's laughter; ho henrd her mur-
mur to herself, with nn nccent of plensuro,
"A bcnstly new viscounty!" then tho man
In the doorwny enme n llttlo rarthcr In, say-
ing:

"That's exactly what I think about It,
Mr. Tristram. I've heard what you said,
and I agreo with you. There's an ond, then,
of the beastly new viscounty!" Ho looked
mockingly at Southend. "I'vo been screwed
up all for nothing, it seems," said he.

"Why, you're"
"Let mo Introduce myself, Mr. Tristram.

I camo to look for my wife, and my nnmo
is Dlsnoy. I Intend to keep mine and I

know bettor than to try nnd niter yours."
"I thought It would end like this!" crlod

Lady Evenswood.
"Shan't wo say that It begins llko this?"

asked Mr. Disney. Ills look nt Harry was
a compliment.

en a ! r i:n .win.
.V Dfercr of Him I'll "IP Hi.

Tho Imp cried absolutely cried for vexa
tionwhen a curt and .sour noto from
Southend told her the Issue. The blow
struck down her excitement and her exul
tation. Away went al Joy In her encounter
with Mr- - Disney, ull prldo In the skill with
which she had negotiated with the prlmo
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minister. The ending was pitiful disgust-
ing nnd pitiful. Sho poured out her heart's
bitterness to Major Duplny, who had como
to visit her.

"I'm tired of tho whole thing, nnd I hato
the Trlstrnms," she declared.

"It alwnyH comccs to thnt In time,
Minn, when you mix yourself up In people's)
affairs. "

"Wasn't It through you thnt I begun to
do It?"

Tho mnjor declined to nrguo tho question
ono of some pcrploxlty, perhnps.
"Well, I'vo got plenty to do In London.

Lot's glvo up Merrlon nnd tnko rooms here."
"Olve up Merrlon?" Sho was startled.

But tho reasons sho assigned wero pruden-
tial. "I'vo taken It till October nnd I

can't afford to. Besides, what's the uso ot
being here In August?"

"You won't drop It yet, you see." Tho
reasons did not deceive Duplay.

"I don't think i ought to desert Cecily.
I suppose she'll go back to Blent. Oh, what
an mnn ho Is."

"I think Harry Tristram ns much of n
fool ns you do," Duplny said. "If he'd
taken It he could hnvo mndo n good mntch,
anyhow, oven If ho didn't get Lady Tris-
tram."

"Cecily's Just as bad. She's drnwn Into
her shell. You don't know thnt wny of hers

of theirs, I supposo It Is, bother them.
She's treating cvo-ybo- and everything na
If they didn't exist."

"She'll go back to Blent, I suppose?"
"Well, she must. Somebody must havo

it."
"If It's going begging, cnll on me," said

tho major equably. Ho was In a better
humor with tho world than ho had boon for
a long while; his connection with Iver
promised well. But Mlna sniffed scornfully;
sho wns In no mood for Idealists.

Cecily has been told about the scheme and
Its lamentable end. Her nttltudo wns ono
of cntlro unconcern. Whnt wns It to her It
Hnrry wcro mndo n viscount, a duko or tho
popo? What wns nnythlng to hor? She
woh going back to her father at Blent. Tho
only animation biio displayed was In re
senting tho remainder nnd, indeed, denying
tho fnct thnt Bhe hnd over been other than
absolutely hnppy and contented ut Blent.
Minn pressed tho point nnd Cecily then

that now, nt nny rate, her con-

science was nt rest. She hnd tried to do
what was right-- r.t what sacrillco Mlna
know. Now perhnps Minn could sympathize
with her nnd could undorstnnd the wort of
wny In which cousin Harry received nt
tempts to help him. On this point they
drew together ngaln.

"You must comu buck to Merrlon, dear,"
urged Cecily.

Minn, who novor mennt to do nnythlng
else, embraced her friend nnd
consented. It Is nlways pleasant to do on
entreaty what wo might bo driven to do un-

asked,
Ooodby hnd to be said to Lady Evens-woo- d.

That lady was vory cheerful about
Harry. Sho wns, hardly with any disguise,
an admirer ot his conduct, and said thnt
undoubtedly ho had mndo n very favorable
Impression on Robert. Sho seemed to mako
llttlo of tho desperate condition of affairs
as regarded Cecily. Sho was thinking of
Harry's cures, nnd that seemed to her very
promising. "Whatever ho tries I think ho'll
succeed In," sho snld. Thnt wns not enough
for Minn. Ho must try Minn's things
those sho had sot her henrt on beforo aho
could bo content. "But you nover brought
Cecily to see me," Lady Evenswood d.

"And I'm Just going nwny now."
Thut wns It, Minn decided. Lndy Evens-woo- d

had not seen Cecily. Sho hnd
the Tristram puzzle from one side

only nnd had perceived but ono nspect of it.
She did not understand thnt It wns complex
nnd douhlo-heade- It was neither Harry
nor Cecily, but Harry nnd Cecily.

"And Florn Disney bus quite taken him
up," Lady Evenswood pursued. "Oeorgo
tolls mo he's born to lunch thcro twice.
Oeorgo Is a terrible goBsiJ)."

"What docs Lndy Flora Dliticy want with
htm?" .

"Well, my denr, nro you going to turn
round nnd say you don't understand why he
Interests women?"

"I don't boo why he should Intorest Lndy
Florn," Mlna hud nlroady inudo up her
mind that sho hated that sort of woman,
It was bad enough to hnve captured Mr.
Disney; must tho Inbatlato creature drnw
into her net Hnrry Tristram also?"

"And of course ho's Mattered. Any young
man would be."

"I don't think ho'H Improved sluco ho left
Blent."

"Country folks nlways say that about
their young mon when they como to town,"
umlled Lady Evenswood. "He's learning
his world, my rtenr. And ho Beoms very
sensible Ho hasn't Inherited poor Addlo'a
wlldnoss."

"Yos. ho haB. But It only comes out now
nnd then. When It doen "

"It won't como out with Flora," Lady
Evenswood Interrupted

But another thing was to happen beforo
Minn went back to tho valley of tho Blent;
n fearful, delightful thing. An astonishing
mlSBlvo came a card Inviting her to dlno
with Mr. nnd Lady Flora Dlsnoy. Shu

.ispcil as Bhe read It; had Lady Flora over
Indulged In the same of feeling,
It would havo been Wien nho was naked to
send It, (lasplng still, Mlna telegraphed
for her lest frock and all tho jeweled to-

kens of affection which survived to testify
to Adolf Zabrlskn'a lovo It was In Itself
an Infinitely great ocicslnn, destined nl-

ways to loom large lu memory, but It proved
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to hnvo a bearing on tho Tristram problem,
too.

For Hnrry was thcro. Ho sat on tho
hostess' left; on her other Hldo wns hnnd-Hom- o

Lord Hove, very resplendent In full
dress, starred nnd ribboned. Several of tho
men wcro llko thut thero wns Homo func-
tion inter on, Mlna lenrned from nn

youth who snt by hor nnd scorned
bored with tho pnrty. Disney enmu In Into,
In his usunl Indifferently fitting morning
clothes, snntchiug nu hour from tho house,
In tho strongest contrnst to tho fnlr sump-tuousnc- ss

of hl3 wife. Ho took n vncunt
chnlr two places from Minn nnd nodded nt
her in n friendly wny. They wero ut n
round tnhle, nnd thero wero only n dozen
there. Tho d youth told her
nil nbout them, Including several things
which It Is to bo hoped wore not true; ho
Bcemcd to view them from nn nltltudo ot
good-humor- contempt. Minn discovered
nfterwnrd that he was n cousin of Lady
Flora's, nnd occupied n position lu Messrs.
Couttn' bank. Ho chuckled ouce, remark-lug- :

"Flora's talking to Tristram nil the tlmo,
lnstend of being plensant to Tommy Hovo.
Fact Is, sho hates Tommy, nnd sho'd bt
glnd If tho chief would glvo him tho boot.
But tho chief doesn't wnnt to, hccnuBo
Tommy's well In nt court, nnd tho chief
isn't."

"Why does Lady Flora hato Lord Hovo?
Ho's very handsome."

"Think so? Woll, I see bo many fellows
llko that, that I'm beslnnln' to hato 'em.
Llko the Hwcot girl, don't you know? 1

hear the chief thinks Trlstrnm'll trnln on."
"Do whnt?" nsked Mlna nbacntly, looking

ncroBR nt Hnrry. Hnrry wns qulto lively
nnd deep In conversation with hla hostess.

"Well, they might put him In tho House,
nnd so on, you know. Seo that woman
next but throo? That's Gertrude Melrose;
spends morn on clothes thnn any woman In
London and bIio'h only got 1)00 n year.
Queer?" Ho Bin I led as ho consumed nu
almond.

"Sho must got Into debt, said Mlua, gaz-

ing nt tho clothes of Inexpllrnblo origin.
"Octtln' in isn't the mystery," romnrked

tho youth. "It's tho gettln' out, Jlndnm
or Zabrlnskn." Ho hnd tnken n swift
glnnco nt Minn's card.

Mlna lookcl around. "Isn't It In this
room they hnvo 'ho councils?" she naked.

"C'nhlnets? Don't know. Downstairs
Bomowhere, I believe, nnyhow." lie
smothered n ynwn. "Queer thing, thnt
nbout Tristrnm. you know. If everything
was known, you know, I shouldn't wonder
if n lot of other fellows found thoniFolvcs "

Ho was Interrupted, fortunntely, per-

hnps, In theso spoculntlons by n question
from his other neighbor. Minn wns left
nlnno for nnmo minutes nnd set to work to
observe the scene. Sho wns tolcrnbly nt
easo now. Hnrry Enw her fitting Bllont, ond
smiled ncrosB nt her while ho listened to
Lady Florn. Tho Binllo seemed to como
from n great way off. Tho longer aho sat
thcro tho nioro that impression grow. The
Bonso of difference and dlBtnnco troubled
her. Sho thought of Cecily alono ut homo
and grew mnro troubled still. She felt ab-

surd, too, becaust) Bhe had been trying to
help Hnrry. If thnt hnd to ho done, Bhii

supposed Lady Flora wuold do It now.
Tho Idea was blttor.

Sho turned hor head by chance nnd found
Mr. Disney silent, too, nnd looking ut her.
Tho next moment ho spoko to tho

youth.
"Well, Theo, what's tho world saying and

doing?"
"Samo ns last year, coiiBln Robert,"

answered Theo cheerfully. "Ooverninent's
u year oldor of course."

In nn Instant Minn wns pleased; tho
detected un unexpected, but pleasant.
friendship between Mr. Dlsnoy nnd tho
youth. Sho credited Disney with moru hu-- 1

manltj tho humor necessary Bho know ho

had nnd liked him even bettor. j

"Tho drawing rooms hnvo kicked up out
already, I suppose?"

"Oh, yes, rather. But tho bank's not
Bure."

"Good. Thut'B something. Banks ngnlntt
drawing rnninB for mo, Mndnnio KnhrlHkn.
Ho brought her Into tho conversation nl-- 1

most with tact, ho must havo had n strong
wish to muku her conifortnblo.

"That'H light," announced Theo. "I
should eay you'ro ull right In tho country,
too, CropH boeti pretty good, you know,
nnd now the raln'B comln' down nlcoly."

"Woll, I ordered It." Bald Mr. Disney.
"Takln' nil tho credit you enn get." ob-- 1

served Theo. "Llko tho mnn who carved
his nnmo on the knlfo beforo ho stabbed IiIb
mother-in-law,- "

"What did ho do thnt for?" cried Mlna.
A guft'nw from Disney quite umazed her.

Hnrry looked ncrosn with n surprised nlr;
ho seemed to wonder thnt the thould bo

enjoying herself. Minn wns nnnoyed nnd
set hernlf to be merry; a glnnco from
Lady Flora converted vexation into rnge.

Sho turned back to Theo; somehow Mr. Dls-- 1

noy hnd taught hor how to llko him often
n valuable lesson, if peoplo would keep

their oyes open for it.
"Everybody olse I've mot has been hor-- 1

rlbly nfrald of Mr. Disney." sho said In aj
'half whisper.

"Oh, you aicn't In a funk of n man who's
Miiackod you head?"

Thnt seemod a nettor parndox thnn most.
Minn nodded approvingly.

"Whnt doen the bunk say about Burlll-lau-

Theo''" tvllcd Dlsnoy. Lord Hor
paused in the iut of drinking n glass .f
wine

"Well, they're Just w "denn' who a Fin'
to do tho kl'kln' ' T'sco.

"And who's gole to tnle It!"' DUu'-- y ,
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seemed much umused. Lord Hovo hnd
turned n llttlo pink. Minn had a vnguo
sense thnt Bcrlous things wcro bring Joked
about. Hurry hnd turned from his hostcsB
nnd wns listening.

"That's what It comes to," concluded
Theo.

Dlsnoy glanrcd round, smiling grimly.
Everybody hail hecomo silent; llarlllland
bad produced tho question on which Lord
Hovo was supposed to bo restive. Dlsnoy
laughed nnd looked nt his wife. Sho roso
from tho tnblc. Mr. Dlnnoy had either
lenrned what ho wanted or hnd finished
amusing himself. Mlna did not know which,
no more, oddly enough, did Lord Hovo.

Mr. DlHney wiih by tho door, snylng
goodby to tho Indies; ho would not bo com.
Ing to the drawing room. Ho Mopped Mlna,
who went out last, Just beforo his wife.

"We've done nil wo could, Mme.

ho said. "Wo must leave him
alone, eh?"

"I'm nfrnld bo. You'vo been very kind,
Mr. Disney."

"Better na It Is, I fancy. Now thon,

Flora!" At thla peremptory summons Lady

Florn loft Theo. by whom Bhu had haltoa,
and followed Mlna through tho door.

Two of the women left directly. Th
other two went oft Into n corner. Her
hostess Bat down and talked to her. Lndy

Flora wiiB not dlatnnt, nnd did not make
Mlna feel nn outBldor. Tho fnult wns th
other wny. Sho wns confidential and about
Harry. Sho nBsunicd un Intlmnry with him
equal, or morn than equal, to JJIna'B own.

Sho oven told Minn things about him Sho

mill! "wo" thought him nn enormous
nnd hoped to see n gront denl of

llIl"
"And I supposo tho cousin Is qulto

A gentlo motion of Lndy Flora's fan wns

left to dillne Cecily morn exactly, and

proved fully up t" ""' laHk-

"Bhe'H tho moBl fnsclnntlliff creature I

over saw!" t ried Minn.
"Rebelled out of ChoUca, wurii t r.ho?

ARkod Lady Florn. "I'onr thing! Ono's so

porry for her. Whon her mourning's over

wo must ge t her out. I do hope she's tome
thing like Mr- Tristram."

"I think Bhe'B over bo much nicer than
Mr. Tristrnm." Mlna would havo shrunk
from slating this upon nnth.

"Ho Inf roBts mo enormouBly, nml U's so

seldom I llko Itobcrt's young men "

So ho was to be Itobcrt's young man too,

Tho thing grow worse and worse Almost
sho hntod her Idol, Mr. Disney. Personnl
Jealously and Jealousy for Cecily bllmlod

her to his merits, much more to tho gra-

cious cordiality which his wlfo wns now
showing;.

"Yet, I'm sure we shull make something
of Harry Tristram."

"Ho doesn't llko things done for him,"
Minn declared. Sho mennt to show how
very well sho know him, and Bpolto with an

air of authority.
"0, of com so, it won't look llko that,

Mndnnio Znbrlska."
Now, tbe Imp's efforts had looked llkn

that Just llko It. She chafed under m

Inferiority; Lady Flora had smiled
nt being thought to ucrd such n reminder.
Ablu to enduro no mon', tho Imp declared
thut Bhe must go bac k lo Cecily.

"O, poor girl. I qulto forgot her! You'ro
going li.uk to lUont with her. I suppose?
Do como und ho us when you're In town
ngnln." Wn there, or wns thorn not, tho
slightest sigh ss sho turned nwny, n sigh
that speuk of duty nobly ilono? Even to-

ward Itobcrt'-- i mpiiccs, even to tho oldest
p o)il, Ladv I I' M prided herself on n be- -

otning bcurlMK And lu tbo end this llttl'i
Madatno Zatr ka hud rather nmuscd her;

was funny with her nlr of ownership
uiiout Harrv Tn-tra-

(To ho Continued.)


